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USING COERCION
AND THREATS

Making and'or carrying out threats
10 do something to hurt her
« threatening 10 leave her, 10
commit suicide, to report
her 10 wellare » making

Recap from Part 1

INTIMIDATION
Making her afraad by using
I00ks, actions, gestures

* smashing things « destroying
her property « abusing
pets « displaying

USING

her drop charges » makng Weapo
Agﬁggomc her do llegal things e EMOqf?(I)':I%L
“reventing her from gettng ABUSE

Putting her down * making her
fe2i bad about hersel « calling her
names » making her think she's crazy
* playing mind games * humilating her
* making her feel guilty

if k2eping 2 job » making her

5k for money « giving her an

owance * taking her money * nol
Aing her know about Or have access
family income

USING ISOLATION
Controliing what she does, who she sees
and talks to, what she reads, where
she goes « imaing her outside

imvolvement « using jealousy
10 justity actions

USING MALE PRIVILEGE
Treating her bk 2 servant » making all the
big decisions « acting like the “master of
the castie™ « being the one 10

define men's and women's rokes

MINIMIZING,
DENYING
AND BLAMING
Making light of the abuse
and not taking her concerns
about it sariously « saying the
abuse ddn't happen « shifting respan-
sility for abusive behavior » saying
she caused it

CHILDREN
Making her feel guilty
about the chidren » using
the cheidren 10 relay messages
* gSing ViSAahon 10 harass her
* threatening 10 take the
chidren away




Objective

® Distinguish Family Court vs Criminal Court

® Learn role of Child Advocate/Guardian Ad
Litem & Victim Advocate

v

\

® Coordination of Advocates within Courts \

andVictim Services \\
=2\

® ldentify ways to prepare children for court



Criminal Court Family Court

® Decideif a person accusedofa ® Do notdecide if a person accused
crime is Guilty of a crimeis Guilty
® Order person to follow conditions ® Decide how to resolve issues that
partners can‘tagree on when they

® Do notdecide custody or plansthe
best interest of the child

=

separate

® Don'tdecide why the partners
separated, or who ended the
relationship



Family court uses a legal test called the best interests of
the child.

Best
Interest of

In making this decision, the family court looks at behavior
- that affects a person's ability to be a good parentto a
the Child that

Caninclude whether a parent has been violent or abusive to the child,
their partner, a parent of the child, oranyone living in the home.

Does notinclude anything done in self-defense or to protect another
person.




Role of a Child Victim Advocate
Guardian Ad Litem
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)

® childrenin foster care
® see the kids are taken care of

® It's avolunteer position, not a paying position




Tribal Children Advocate
Guardians Ad Litem

\S
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Guardian Ad Litem - Court

When an infant, or insane, or incompetent
person who has not had a general guardian
appointed is a party

Court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to
represent such person in the suit or action

Usually assigned through the full court case

Children Advocates - Domestic
Violence Program

assist the child in addressing witnessing violence
in the home

obtaining services for the child

Parental visitation arrangements and/or
supervision



hat does a Child Advocate/Guardian Ad Litem Do?

Should they reunite with their parents?

® Provide a court with objectiveinformation ~ ° Live withrelatives?

® Recommendations aboutthe best Get a permanent guardian?

interests of the child * Go up for adoption?




The child advocate visitsthe child and gets to know them.

The advocate finds out how the childisdoing in school and in
their current foster home, and whether they need any added
service.

The volunteer talks to adultsinvolvedin the case, possibly
including foster parents, teachers, therapists or police.

The advocate reads the documentsabout the case, learning
everything possible.

Advocates also monitor the case plan approved by the court
and make sure it's being followed.

The advocate monitorsany new developmentsin the case.




hat a Child Advocate/Guardian Ad Litem is NOT?

® A child advocate isn't a foster parent or a mentor.

® Achildadvocate doesn't take kids to baseball games or hang out with them,

although they'll probably develop a relationship through their frequent
contact with the children.

® Oncea given childleaves the court system, the advocate usually doesn't
have any further relationship with them.



Victim advocates are professionals trained to support victims of
crime.

Advocates offer victims information, emotional support, and help
finding resources and filling out paperwork.

Role Of Sometimes, advocates go to court with victims.
Victim
Advocate

Advocates may also contact organizations, such as criminal justice
or social service agencies, to get help or information for victims.

Some advocates staff crisis hotlines, run support groups, or
provide in-person counseling.

Victim advocates may also be called victim service providers,
ictim/witness coordinators, or victim/witness specialists.



How Advocates work with Victims

® Advocates offervictims information about the different options available to
them and support victims' decision-making.

® Advocates do not tell victims what to do.
® Advocates are committed to maintainingthe highest possible levels of
confidentiality in their communications with victims.

® However, the level of confidentiality they can observe depends on their position,
education, licensure, and the laws in each state.

® Anadvocateina police department may have to share any information related to an
investigation with officers.

® Yet an advocate ata domestic violence program may be able to keep most victims'
confidences private.



Advocod:i.v\g For The Child’s
Best Interest Is Qur vatv Interest!




BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD

® A good child advocate focuses on the bestinterests of the child throughout
their service. After reviewing the facts, talkingto adults and listening to the
child, the advocate presents the judge with a recommendation.




Children experiences of going to court



Preparing
Children for
Court

If a child has disclosed abuse — BELIEVE her/him!

Immediately tell the victim that what happened was not
ok —"it was not your fault”

Don’t comment onthe circumstances orthe behavior of
the abuser

Focus on the needs of the victim to be supported and
reass



Victim Contact with the System

The Victim may ask you not to tell anyone—you must report child sexual
abuse

Don‘t "make deals” with the victim about who you tell

Never question the victim about details —leave this to professional
Interviewers

Respect the victims desire not to tell parents, spouses, family members
about the abuse

Offer to be with the victimwhen they talk to authorities

Make sure people in the system are aware of and respect the child’s culture.



Why
Children
have Fear
of the
Legal
System

Not knowing how
the system works
or what to expect

Child Not always
being able to be

with caregiver

Having no control
over what
happens




Help A Child Feel Safe in Legal Process

Less Burdened

Believed
Important

Cared For Listened To

\ Less Alone




Seeing the abuser again

All the people who ask questions

Children

Worry Embarrassment (talking about the
About abuse)

What to say if they don’t know the
answer

Who will believe him/her



Children Think About

® Being scared the abuser will follow through with threats
® Wonderingwhere Mom (caregiver) will be
® If placed out of home, will he/she ever go home

® Not wantingto go; wantingit to be over




The Prosecutoris too

overworkedto be an ally for the
child/family

Advocates Advocate/Guardian Ad Litem

M t may assist the prosecutorin
US preparing the child & family for

Remember SONIES




Provide support and comfort to the child

Educate Adults about the Child’s Needs

Get to know as much as you can about the child

Who is in theirhome & support system

Their activities and schedules

If the child disclosesinformation to you (advocate) be sure to tell the prosecutor

The caregiverexpresses concerns about the child’s behavior (sleeping problems,
eating problems, health complaints, etc.) be sure to tell the child’s counselorand
prosecutor



Be Caution
and Don't....

Don’t question

Don’'t make

Don't promise

Don’t question

Don’t make

Don't promise

DON'T tell

Don't forget

Don’t question the child about the abuse

Don’t make comments about the abuser or unsupportive family members

Don‘t promise the child that the abuser will go to jail

Don’t question the child about the abuse

Don’t make comments about the abuser or unsupportive family members

Don’t promise the child that the abuser will go to jail

If the child was removed from the family home because of the abuse, DON'T tell the child that
they will go home after

Don't forget to check in with the child and their caregiver frequently while waiting for court
dates



What can we tell Children about Court

Tell the child what the court is and what the judge’s job is
Explain that the childis a "witness” and what a witness does

Tell the child who will be in the court room (prosecutor, judge, defense attorney,
defendant, jury)

The actual court room if possible

A drawing of the court room showing where each person will be, including the
defendant

Where the jury will sit if it is a grand jury or jury trial



Parents or caretakers and other family The child’s advocate can sit with the child (in
members might not get to come into court most courts)
with the child if they are also witnesses

Rules of
the Court

You don’t have to dress up — just wear Try to get plenty of sleep the night before
comfortable clothes court



e Some of the questions are very hard to answer and make you feel ashamed orsad but itis
important to answer allthe questions

Questions
in the Court



Advocacy Tools

alidation Referral
Respect Compassion
Responsibility Comfort

Support



Tell a Child Victim they should tell,
testify or cooperate because they
might keep other children from bei
abused



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSvtN5qldpg




Thank you.

Valaura Imus-Nahsonhoya
honwungsiconsultingservices@gmail.com




